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PoLITIcAL. 


Arrer a period of about six years, remarks the Zripurd Virtg, 

: the 24th April, the Governnnst of the Bi 
Empire has passed into the hands of really able 
politicians. The Conservative pilots who had hitherto guided the vegge| of 
State did not know the use of the compass. They conducted the work of 
administration moved by considerations of self-interest, and jn accordance with 
their own sweet will. Whatever measures they have undertaken on pretence of 
furthering the interests of the State have produced but little good. The liberal 
and generous instincts of the British nation could not make known thei 
existence through the cloak of hypocrisy put on by the Conservatives, Th, 
news that the Liberals have returned to power has filled the people of 
India with exceeding joy. They suffered no end of miseries during the 
six years of Tory ascendancy which have now ended. The valuable privileges 
which they have lost during this period will have now to be recovered, and 
in the expectation of success they have become almost mad with joy. 

2. Is the flaw now discovered in the Budget, asks the Prabhati, of the 
11th May, really an error, or is it something more 
serious? We fear it is not simply an error. It 
is not likely that an intelligent, clever, and experienced person like Sir John 
Strachey should make an error in the accounts covering so large a sum as 
three to four millions of pounds. If he had been inexperienced, the Gov- 
ernment of India would never have entrusted him with the administration 
of the finances. His knowledge of finance moreover was clearly shown 
in the budgets which he prepared during the last few years. What we 
therefore suspect is that the accounts were so prepared as to conceal the 
true condition of the finances. What wonder that this course was adopted 
at a time when the British nation having been convinced of the utter worth- 
lessness of Lord Beaconsfield’s foreign policy, it would have been folly to 
ask them to bear the cost of the Afghan war—a war the injustice of which 
had greatly pained their hearts? Up to a certain point the object of Gor- 
ernment was gained; and the error which has now been detected could 
have been easily rectified had Lord Beaconsfield’s party obtained a fresh 
lease of power. But Providence willed otherwise. Events have frus- 
trated the policy of Lord Beaconsfield and revealed his worthy colleagues 
in their true colors. The question now arises—How. should these be dealt 
with, who could so far lack all moral scruples as to make India, the 
sacred charge entrusted to them, the means of gaining their own selfish 
pk ager We should be happy if we could believe that the error we 

ave referred to was simply an oversight; but considering that the whole 
course of the policy pursued by the Conservative administration has been 
marked by untruth and insincerity, it is difficult to hold this opinion. We 
therefore think it desirable that the present Finance Minister should be 
removed from his post, and that his conduct in regard to the error which 
has been now discovered be judged of by a competent tribunal. It 


further to be hoped that his successor will be one who will do his work 
honestly and conscientiously. 


3. It is not easy, says the same paper of the 14th May, to put an end 
rere Ones in two days, or even two months, to the turmo 
: which has now reigned in India for the last 
six years. It is easy enough to inflict an injury or to pick up a quarrel, but 
it 1s not so easy to make up the one or repair the other. Discontent m4 
be easily produced, but it requires a long time and much effort to remove !t 
The evil wrought through the indiscretion of one person is such as cannot 
often be immediately rendered ineffective by even a hundred sage. It 
will require much effort on Mr. Gladstone’s part to repair the injure 
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‘nflicted on England, and consequently on India, through the indiscretion 
of Lord Beaconsfield. It is simply impossible for man to remove in a day 
the difficulties which have been created during the six years of Tory ascen- 
dancy ; hence it is that, although we expect much good from the change of 
Ministry, we shall nevertheless remain patiently waiting. We expect that 
the new Ministry will shortly repeal the harassing laws which were enacted 
by their predecessors. ‘The legislative enactments which were framed by one 
person or party in one day may be similarly repealed in one day by another 
party ; and thus the Liberal Cabinet may immediately repeal the Press Act 
and the Arms Act. But the more difficult task, namely, the removal of the 
financial difficulties of the Indian Government, will require longer time. 
The present unsatisfactory state of the finances is the outcome of causes 
which have long been at work, and it is not therefore to be expected that an 
improvement will immediately take place. We should therefore have to 
show forbearance and wait. It will require all the efforts of the new 
Ministry to discharge the heavy load of obligations which have been imposed 
upon them. It therefore behoves us to extend to them the full measure of our 
sympathy. We shall not lose patience and blame either Mr. Gladstone or 
Lord Hartington if they cannot show an instant improvement of the 
finances. We shall ever remind them of their duty, but shall also remember 
the difficulties of their position. Their first duty is to bring the bloody 
Afghan war to a speedy termination. 

4. The same paper, of the 17th May, remarks that the return to 
power of the Liberals has been a very fortu- 
nate occurrence to the Maharajah of Kash- 
mere. The late administration had secretly cast its eyes upon the happy 
valley, where the occurrence of the famine furnished an opportunity 
to the Maharajah’s enemies for raising a cry of misgovernment and 
oppression against the Durbar. Of course, the critics did not care to 
enquire how the British Government had dealt with famines in their own 
territories. ‘They were eager to blame the Maharajah and advocate annexa- 
tion of his State. The matter was discussed even in the columns of English 
newspapers, and grave consequences apprehended. The success of the 
Liberals has for the present set the matter at rest, and removed the uneasi- 
ness of the Maharajah. He may now continue to do his work in peace, 
although it will be some time before his mind is completely re-assured. 

). Itis remarked by the Ananda Bazar Patrika that in the new 
Cabinet India has many friends. The ad- 
mission into the Cabinet of Mr. Fawcett is 
againto us. He, as well as Mr. Gladstone, Mr. Bright, the Duke of 
Argyll, and Lord Northbrook possess a considerable experience of Indian 
matters; so that, as long as they hold office, there is no likelihood of any 
repressive measures being adopted in reference to this country which may be 


Government and Kashmere. 


Tae new Cabinet and India. 


attributed to ignorance. If they act in a different manner, they will only 


do so deliberately. But as far as we know, we can say they will not do this. 
They are guided by a sense of justice. a 

6. From a long time past, writes the Sddhdrani, of the 16th May, 
India had enjoyed the reputation of being a 
wealthy country. This reputation was well 
carned. India’s wealth and plentiful resources are referred to in the 
Works of European and Indian writers of medisval and ancient times. 
Various causes have operated to dissipate this wealth. Population has increased 
uster than the productive powers of the soil. A decline set in under the suc- 
sors of Aurungzebe; the people were growing poorer, but had contracted 
habits of luxury and extravagance. The British now appeared upon the 
“ene as traders, and enriched themselves with the wealth that was still left 
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in the country. Their belief in India’s wealth was thus confirmed. Th 
British had now become masters of the country and assumed the dut 
of administration. They believed in India’s wealth and imposed a multipli- 
city of taxes. The revenues were found to be lastic and gradually 
expanding. India thus came to be looked upon as an inexhaustible 
treasure-house. The policy of the administration was moulded by this idea 
British rule thus came to be regarded as an exacting Government, the only 
redeeming feature being that the rulers, like a good landlord, simultaneously 
with draining the resources of the people, gave them schools and dispen- 
saries and public works. This policy of the British Government which sucks 
dry the wealth of the country is the cause of the growing poverty of the 
people. Previous to the Orissa famine the thought that Tudia was poor had 
never crossed the minds of the rulers. Thus, while famine was decimating the 
population of Orissa, Sir Cecil Beadon only contented himself with hoping 
that the action of the natural laws of supply and demand would suffice to 
relieve the distress. From that time forward, a recurrence of famines has 
produced a belief in some minds that India is poor. It is not, however, shared 
generally by therulers. If it were, there would be no increased salt duties 
in Madras, or a License Tax throughout India. 

7. The same paper mentions the chief public measures of Lord 
Lytton’s administration, namely, the celebration 
of the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi, the 
famines in Madras and the North-Western Provinces, the License Tax, the 
Afghan War, the Press Act, and the Arms Act. The people of India have 
been sorely harassed under his regimé. They devoutly hoped and longed for 
the downfall of the Beaconsfield Ministry, and with it the termination of Lord 
Lytton’s Indian career. They have now gained their wishes. No matter 
what the future may be, for the present at least there is peace and a happy 
sense of relief. | 

8. The Som Prakash, of the 17th May, commends the generous and 
Me. Gladstone and the costsof the road philanthropy of Mr. Gladstone, and 
Afghan War, asks him impartially to consider the question — 
of the Afghan:“War expenses. Who should, in justice, pay them; the 
people of England or India? It is extremely unjust to hold this country 
liable for the costs of the Afghan War. There is no justification for it. 
Even if the war were regarded as one which was undertaken in the interests 
of this country, namely, for the purpose of removing all chances of a Russian 
invasion, the war charges could not still be equitably levied from India. It 
is England which should pay them—for India is the property of England, 
and the owner of a property must bear the costs of maintaining it. As far a 
this country is concerned, there is no question of prestige involved. It 13 
England which will reap honor or bumiliation according as her efforts are 
successful or the contrary. 

9. The same paper expresses sympathy with the object of the recent 

We Ral co ek meeting of the Indian Association in the Town 
Hall, at which it was decided to send a memo- 
rial to Parliament, praying for the repeal of certain obnoxious measures of the 
late Administration. The members of the Association are exhorted t 


perrerese in their useful work, and send two or three other delegates like 
aboo Lal Mohun Ghosh to England to agitate for reforms. 


C 
08 


Lord Lytton’s administration. 


PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION. 


10. The Murshidabad Patriké, of the 7th May, received on the 15th 


Tigers in Murshidabad. | instant, notices the appearance of man-eating 
., tigers in Nodlisp&r4, Bundhaipéré, and other 
localities in the neighbourhood of Berhampore. The inhabitants having 


hey 


‘sarmed are quite powerless to protect themselves and their cattle 
08m yr attacks of these wild beasts. It is therefore asked that the local 
authorities should be prompt in taking the necessary steps. _ i 

11. A correspondent of the same paper makes similar complaints 
as regards the district of Maldah, which 1s 
infested both by tigers and wild boars. The 

Accumulation of copper in the writer further refers to the large aceumula- 
— tions of copper in the local treasury, caused 
by the circumstance that no discount is now allowed to those who accept 
payment in copper, or may wish to have change of silver. The superiluity 
of copper has led the Magistrate to order that the salaries of police officers 
should in part be paid in that coin. The latter in their turn have resolved 
not to accept from the inhabitants copper for sums which may be paid in 
silver. Thus in the end it is the local public which is subjected to great 
inconvenience. 

12. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 11th May, dwells in its opening 
editorial on the increasing costs of litigation 
at the present time. Government realizes so 
much from suitors in the shape of stamps and other charges that it has 
now become difficult for an aggrieved person to have recourse to the courts. 
Even after paying all these charges, a suitor does not get justice speedily 
done. There is often great delay, and the parties have to attend the courts 
for days together. The fault, however, cannot be laid at the door of the 
Judges, who are over-weighted with work. Government should increase 
the number of judicial officers, and take such steps as might render litiga- 
tion less expensive, and the courts easier of access to suitors. 

13. It is no wonder, observes the Bhdrat Mihir, of the 11th May, that 
the public should have got the impression that 
the error now discovered in the Budget was: 
intentionally made by Sir John Strachey, that he might be able to describe 
the finances as being in a flourishing condition, and thus to secure the continu- 
ance in office of the Beaconsfield Ministry. Thisimpression was confirmed by 
the rather early appearance of the financial statement, an event which was 
hastened in anticipation of achange of Ministry. Those that have committed 
this error should be tried at the Bar of English Justice, and, if found guilty, 
punished. Parliament should not fail todo this. A proposal has been made 
to grant a bonus of Rs. 50,000 to the Minister who has sought to throw 
dust into the eyes of the public; but it is to be hoped that the new Secretary 
of State will not allow public money to be thus squandered and outrage 
justice. But how will the deficit be made good? It may be hoped 
the Liberal Government will neither impose a fresh tax upon the 
people of this country nor borrow. India.expects justice at their hands, 


— asks that England should pay a portion of the costs of the Afghan 
ar. 


Tigers and wild boars in Maldah. 
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The error in the Budget. 


14. How many railways, exclaims the duanda Bazar Patrikd, have 
the authorities not constructed on paper 


Railway extension in Bengal. ig : 
, during the last three years. To conciliate 


the people they have (in imagination) covered Bengal with a network of 


railways and canals. But we would have thanked our stars if in reality 
they had given us even a hundredth part: of what they bave imagined for 
us. However intelligent and shrewd the ralers may be, and however 
foolish the people of this country, we confess: that, if projects: for their 
improvement were thus long to remain confined to paper, confidence in 
overnment would be seriously shaken. | | 

15. The police, observes. the Purva Pratidhuani, of the 12th May, 

Thé Police exereises more power over the people than all 
the Magistrates, Oommissioners, and the 
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Lieutenant-Governors put together. In short, in the hands of the Police 
officers are entrusted the lives of the people. It is therefore exceedingly 
to be regretted that the moral character of most of the men in the force 
is despicable. The members of the police are frequently found to commit 
extortions and oppressions. To gain their purposes they would not hegj. 
tate to commit a murder if that was necessary. ‘To what cause is this yp. 
satisfactory state of matters due? ‘To the unbridled authority vested in the 
police, or the carelessness on the part of the superior authorities of the depart. 
ment? According to the Editor, it is the system of appointing men and 
the rules of promotion that obtain in the police which are responsible fo, 
this sad result. The officers in this branch of the public service are mostly 
illiterate men, whom a little authority soon inflates with pride. They forget 
themselves and abuse their position. The rules of promotion are such that 
a zealous constable can gradually find himself promoted to the office of an 
Inspector. In making appointments to the force, great attention should 
therefore be paid to the education and moral character of the candidates, 
Educated young men of respectable families should be encouraged to enter 
the Police Service. 
16. The Sddhdrant rebukes the Indian Herald forits protesting 
against the conduct of Mr. Markham, the 
Magistrate of Allahabad, who on a recent 
occasion rudely addressed two lads belonging toa respectable native family 
of the place. The Herald has taken the Magistrate to task for his want 
of courtesy. The Sddhdrant writes—‘ We cannot commend the wisdom of 
the Indian Herald. The English are gods and are not natives of India; 
and as zods what more courteous form of address could they be expected to 
use towards men ? If Mr. Markham had kicked a native on the breast, and 
the man died, we would not have still complained. Unfortunately, he did not 
do so, and has therefore failed in his duty. It is because the people of 
India do not understand the acts of the gods that they suffer so much. 
Another point is, death at the hands of a god often secures the victim a 
bodily translation into heaven. It is therefore desirable.” 
17. That after meeting the charges on account of the famine and 


a the Afghan War, remarks the Dacca Prakash, 
aia Sir John Strachey was still able to showa 
surplus occasioned at the time not a little surprise. His action was doubtless 
dictated by the exigencies of the general election that was impending at the 
time, and was adopted with a view to help the Beaconsfield Ministry to remain 
in power. It was probably expected that, if that Ministry obtained a new lease 
of power, the error that has now been discovered in the budget would not be 
possible. But that hope of Sir John Strachey is gone. There have been 
errors discovered in the accounts, both as regards revenue and expenditure. 
It is difficult to see how such an inexperienced person could have_ been 80 
long allowed to remain in charge of the financial portfolio. His action has 
been a sort of criminal misappropriation of public funds, and as such his 
guilt is not less serious than that of Warren Hastings. Will Parliament 
allow his act to go unpunished ? It will be a disgrace to the British Govern- 
ment if after this Sir John Strachey remains a moment longer in India. 
18. The Som Prakash, of the 17th May, contains a long article on 


European offenders in the mofussil. the Blechy nden case. We give the sub- 


stance :— Owing to the certainty of detection 
and punishment whenever any offence has been committed, crime does 00 


under British rule flourish so luxuriantly as it did before. British justice 
protects the weak against his oppressors. The zemindars have been render 

powerless for mischief. It is not that oppressions have absolutely ceased t0 — 
exist, for there are complaints occasionally heard from the mofussil. 
But generally speaking, and compared with the past, there is noticed at the 
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resent time a vast improvement. This is, however, nos the case with 
Buropean offenders in the mofussil. They are very rarely punished, and even 
then but nominally. Of course, Government is not to blame for this. In 
‘ts estimation, and in the eye of the law, there is no distinction made between 
Natives and Europeans. There are certain circumstances attending all 
cases (notably those of murder), in which a European is the accused and a 
native the victim, which account for this state of things. Menial servants 
‘; European housebolds, who are usually subjected to assaults at the hands of 
their masters, are moStly illiterate and stupid men. They are often indolent 
and cannot please their employers. The latter get annoyed, lose temper, 
and beat them. The victims again are of so weak physique that they 
soon succumb under the blow. Another reason why the case against 
such Europeans often breaks down is the want of sufficient evidence. The 
assault is often committed in the presence of other menial servants 
who are easily induced to hold their peace. Native witnesses, again, are 
notoriously inaccurate in their notions of time and place, and this fact is 
taken advantage of by counsel for the defence. The frequent miscarriage 
of justice in these cases casts a stain on the Government, and steps should 
be taken to prevent it. The Editor therefore proposes that Government 
should pass a law declaring that no European shall lay violent hands upon 
any native, and that whoever may infringe this provision, shall be fined 
to the extent of Rs. 25,000, or even more. 
19. By his decision in the matter of the Berhampore College, says 
_ the same paper, Sir Ashley Hden has earned 
the gratitude of the educated natives of 
Bengal. It now behoves the local zemindars to come forward with their 
contributions in aid of the institution. They should not miss this oppor- 
tunity. Sir Ashley Eden is favourable, while the new Viceroy is also an 
advocate of extension of education in this country. Effort should therefore 
now be made to have the B. A. classes opened in the College. The writer 
takes the occasion to ask that, if a European Principal be appointed to the 
Berhampore College, Babu Prasanna Kumar Sarvadhikari should be allowed 
to revert to his former post in the Sanskrit College, while Pundit Mohesh 
Chandra Nydyaratna made an Inspector of Schools. 
20. Adverting to the attacks that are being made in the columns of 


7 newspapers upon Sir John Strachey in connec- 
ran een ae Soke tion with the discovery of an ice in the 
Budget, the same paper notices with regret the attitude of his contempora- 
nes of the Press with reference to this matter. It is simply incredible that 
Sir John purposely falsified the accounts. The Indian finances have 
ever been a puzzle to everybody ; and it is not unlikely that Sir John himself 
fell into an error and thus misled others. That there should be errors is 
no wonder. Had the error been intentional, he would never have been 
in any haste to rectify it. Had he remained silent, there would not have 
fen any immediate discovery. Moreover, there is always a liability of 
Making an error in the preparation of estimates. There are few in this 
world, observes the Editor, who can correctly estimate what the expenses 
ot a war will be. | : 


“1. The Navavibhdkar wonders why the Government of Bengal is in 
lack of funds for the construction of railways. 
Sir Ashley Eden has set his heart upon this 
work, but cannot undertake it, because the 
slate of the finances is not favorable. The people expected that by the 
centralization scheme Bengal would be a gainer, and that the local 
“overnment would be able to develop the resources and promote the 
interests of the country. The result, however, has been the contrary ; 
and the reason is that Bengal has not had perfect independence granted 
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her. The amount of contribution which the Government of Bengal is 
required to make to the Imperial Treasury is not fixed. It is gradual] 
increasing; so that the people have now to meet the requirements 9’ two 
masters, the Governments of India and Bengal, where formerly there was 
only one. It is for this reason exceedingly desirable that the amount 
which Bengal is to pay to the Indian Exchequer should be fixed once fo, 
all. 

- 22. The same paper observes that, although there has been of Jat, 

7 years an increase of taxation, the people haye 

Taxation. not received any physical or other advantages 
commensurate with it. Government, of course, whenever it imposes q 
new tax, does so on the plea that the proceeds will go to benefit those 
that pay it; but, as a matter of fact, these proceeds are often misapplied, 
The effect of this has been that the people have lost all faith in the dis. 
interestedness of the rulers. Take for instance the case of the Road Cesg 
and the Public Works Cess which were imposed in direct violation of the 
terms of the Permanent Settlement. The revenue to be derived from these 
cesses was originally proposed to be expended on the construction and 
repairs of roads; and for some time this was also actually done. But 
now the costs of Public Works establishments have in a large measure 
been thrown upon the Road Cess Funds. This charge was formerly borne 
by the Government of India. And all this is being done while §j 
Ashley Eden finds himself unable to undertake the construction of 
railways for a lack of funds. Itis needless torefer to the misapplication of 
the proceeds of the License Tax. Justice has been now made almost 
inaccessible to the poor.owing to the increase in the stamp fees, and the costs 
of serving processes and notices. The scale of fees for the registration of 
assurances has also been raised. While all these go to show that taxation 
has increased in Bengal, there are, on the other hand, indications that 
Government has reduced necessary public expenditure. Thus itis put down 
in the last Bengal Administration Report that the educational grant has 
been smaller than in previous years. Althougn there was an increase of 
crime, the police grant was still considerably reduced. The establishments 
for the registration of vital statistics have been abolished, while considerable 
retrenchments have been effected in hospital expenditure. There has been 
increased tixation, but no adequate advantage has accrued to the people. 

23. The Sahachar, of the 17th May, contains long articles on the 

discovery of the error in the Budget. The 
observations made by the writer correspond to 
a large extent with those in certain recent editorialsin the Zndian Daily 
News. It is remarked in one passage that Sir John Strachey’s name is 
linked with almost all the obnoxious public measures of Lord Lytton’ 
administration. It was owing to him that the other members of the Council. 
could not make their protests effective. For some years past Sir John has 
ruled with despotic authority. Lord Lytton was simply an indifferent 
spectator. The Minister has removed able men from the service to make 
room for his friends and relatives; and yet it is this man to whom it! 
proposed to grant a bonus. India, however, is not prepared to pay even 3 
cowrte towards this end. 
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